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Minnesota’s Green Path is the leading energy efficiency and green building program for Minnesota’s 
residential construction industry. Green Path provides builders with a realistic approach to building 
energy-efficient and sustainable homes. This involves local utilities as a result of their rebate 
incentive to builders to meet and surpass building and energy codes.   



https://youtu.be/V7Xwn39djMg 
 

This is a television report that aired about 
an energy tested Green Path home in the 
2018 Fall Parade of Homes. 

https://youtu.be/V7Xwn39djMg
https://youtu.be/V7Xwn39djMg






One of the reasons for Green Path’s success is its Home Performance Report. The HPR is the heart of 
Green Path, providing home buyers with test results from HERS raters in an easy to understand format. 



The data used for the Green Path Home 
Performance Report is provided by ICF. ICF is 
the implementer for local utility energy 
rebate programs in most of the 
Minneapolis/St Paul area. Local utilities 
include Xcel Energy and Center Point Energy. 
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Green Path has two higher certification levels. Advanced Certification consists of a HERS score of 55 
or less and the achievement of a 20 points from a Green Path checklist of green construction 
materials, techniques and products. Master Certification requires 50 check list items to be achieved 
and a HERS score of 50 of less. 





The Parade of Homes in the Minneapolis/St. Paul metro area is a major force in new construction 
sales. This event has taken place for more than 70 years. The Spring 2019 Parade of Homes features 
472 new homes and 55 remodeled homes. 75,000 Parade of Homes guidebooks and the Parade of 
Homes website provide outlets to promote Green Path homes while educating consumers about 
value of energy testing in new and remodeled homes. Any home that is energy tested has a Green 
Path icon included in their listing.  



Pages from the Spring 2019 Parade of Homes Guidebook. 
 





Some of the Marketing for the Spring 2019 Parade of Homes. 
 



Green Path Website: MNGreenPath.org 



HERS Ratings included in the MLS. 



2018 Green Path Conference at Target Field.  
 
Panel Discussion: City Sustainability and Green 
Initiatives including two area mayors and two 
council members discussing how cities becoming 
more “green,” can impact builders and how builders 
and remodelers can work with their cities to 
encourage energy efficient homes.  

Speaker: 13½ Months Until 2020: Where are We 
Headed? Discussing current best practices, and future 
code impacts. It was presented by Steven Ellison, 
Senior Manager, ICF. 
 
Panel Discussion: Sustainable Trends in Businesses. 
How are businesses adapting to reflect the 
sustainability mindset of the new generation? 
Featuring panelists from three area businesses 



Coming in 2019! 



When the current MN building and 
energy codes were adopted, BATC-
Housing First Minnesota offered training 
courses. With MN + WI licensed 
contractors needing to take continuing 
education courses, BATC-Housing First 
Minnesota provides training through its 
Contractor University program.  



https://youtu.be/otHXLTz2bX4 
 
Another video on Minnesota’s Green Path. 

https://youtu.be/otHXLTz2bX4
https://youtu.be/otHXLTz2bX4


HISTORY OF  
GREEN PATH 



History of Green Path 

 Energy Star New Homes Program Utilizing Energy Star 

 Energy Star Updated to V3 

 Need for a Program to Fill the Void 

 Green Path Required the Builder to Build Above    
Energy Code 

 Minnesota Increased the Energy Code 

 Green Path Tested 

 



UTILITY RELATIONSHIP 



Utility Relationship 

Utility Energy Efficiency Programs 

Utilizing the HERS Rating  

Third Party Oversite 

Utility Designed Base Code Home 

Cost Per Dollar Saved  

HERS Approved for Federal Builder Tax Credits  

 



 BUILDERS  



Builder / Rater Relationship 

HERS Rating Discounted or Paid for by Builders 

HERS Raters - Project Planning and Onsite 
Inspections  

Federal Builder Tax Credits 

Marketing Homes with HERS Score 

Train Sales Staff on HERS Score  

 



BUILDERS 
ASSOCIATION  



Builders Association 

More Members 

More Traction in the Green Space for Building 

More Member Perks 


